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capable of useful work, it is so completely outclassed
by the Gujarati bullock, that the young male buffalo is
unwanted and is allowed to die of slow starvation. The
Mahommedan butcher would be glad to take it, but strong
religious sentiment prevents this. They could be obtained
by thousands free of cost, and transported to other parts
of India, where the labour of the buffalo is valued and
utilised, but it can only be done on the definite condition
that it is not to be made over to the butcher. We made
inquiries in this direction, but found the cost of trans-
portation to be prohibitive. We have never, however,
abandoned the hope that some arrangement of this kind
may ultimately be carried into effect.
Next in rank and importance to the Patidars come the
Kolis, who are the hereditary cultivators, but not, as a
rule, owners of the soil. Physically they too are a fine
race, but noted for their turbulence, and very considerably
addicted to crime, causing the Government and police
constant trouble. Another important and very numerous
group consists of Weavers, who are here known as Dhers.
At one time they supplied their own villages with all the
doth that was required, and were extremely prosperous.
But the introduction of Manchester and Indian mill-made
goods has reduced them to a condition not far removed
from extreme penury.
The Potters, Chamars (leather workers), and Sweepers
constitute three other communities, which complete the
self-contained village system from time immemorial.
Each village was able to produce its own food, clothing,
shoes and crockery. The interchange of goods and labour
made cash payments unnecessary, and the little money
that did circulate was only required for the purpose of
paying taxes, or to be turned into jewellery, the Indian
Savings Bank for a rainy day. Any further superfluity
of cash was buried in the ground.
This village arrangement was very convenient for
agricultural purposes. The landowner was supplied with
an abundance of cheap labour, an important consideration,
especially during harvest, in a country where animal life
is" considered sacred, and where in consequence birds,
Bfonkeys and squirrels abound.